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TUESDAY 9/25 AGENDAWELCOME

Dear veterans, families, volunteers, and caregivers, 

Welcome, and thank you for being here at the Combating 
Veteran Suicide forum today to discuss the important topic 
of preventing suicide among Native American veterans. Over 
the last several years, my administration has been committed 
to supporting the health and well-being of all of our state‘s 
veterans, but we know there is far more work to do—
especially when it comes to addressing the unique hurdles 
facing Native American veterans.  

Native Americans have served our country during every 
major conflict, and I am incredibly grateful for the sacrifices and dedication of Native veterans, 
particularly those from the 12 Native Nations who call our state home. We owe them a 
tremendous debt of gratitude, and when they leave active service, they are entitled to the 
guaranteed benefits and veteran support resources they earned while in uniform.

While Tribal citizens serve in our armed forces at higher rates than many other groups, they 
are unfortunately also more likely to suffer from higher rates of depression, substance use 
disorders, suicide, and mental health challenges after service, compared to other underserved 
populations in our country. 

Every death by suicide is a tragedy, and we must all work together to ensure we’re providing 
the mental health support services and prevention efforts Native veterans and their families 
need here in Wisconsin. 

On behalf of our state, I want any veteran in attendance today or across our state that is 
struggling to know that no matter how big or small of a challenge you’re facing, you are not 
alone. Help is available, and today’s forum is for you.

I am hopeful that those participating in today’s forum will leave with a better understanding 
of the unique needs of Native veterans, as well as the tools to help someone in a crisis and 
potentially save a life. Your care and dedication are evident just by being here today. 

So, on behalf of my administration, thank you for your participation and for your ongoing 
service to those who have served. I also wish to extend my gratitude to the Wisconsin 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Secretary Mary Kolar, and all our local, regional, Tribal, and 
statewide veteran organizations and community support groups who worked in partnership to 
bring their resources to bear today. 

Thank you for making a difference for our veteran and Tribal communities here in Wisconsin!

Sincerely, 

Tony Evers
Governor
State of Wisconsin

10 AM Opening Prayer 
Bruce Wilbur, Menominee Nation TVSO

Drum Song and Color Guard
Oneida Nation Veteran Color Guard

Welcome
Secretary Mary M. Kolar, WDVA
Marie Cornelius, Oneida Nation Business Council

10:30 AM Keynote Speaker
Bridagier General Joane Mathews
Wisconsin Army National Guard

11:15 AM Tribal Cultureal Competency from an Epidemiology Perspective
Will Funmaker, Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Epidemiology Center

11:30 AM Veteran Mental Health & Assistance
Kylene Occhietti, LCSW, Suicide Prevention Coordinator, USDVA

12 PM Lunch, Networking
Visit the resource tables

1PM Tribal Veteran Mental Health
Rodney Pearsall, Readjustment Counseling Therapist, Vet Center

1:30 PM Question, Persuade, Refer Suicide Prevention Training
Cal Stammer, Veterans Outreach & Recover Program Supervisor, 
WDVA

3 PM Tribal Veteran Testimonials
Kerry Metoxen, Oneida TVSO, Oneida Nation
Dave “Napos” Turney, Vietnam Veteran, Menominee
Lisa Shaw, Oneida Behavioral Health, Oneida Nation

4 PM Closing Remarks
Secretary Mary M. Kolar, WDVA



THANK YOU TO THE TRIBES OF WISCONSIN:


