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I got out of the Navy in June 1995 and I had no idea what I wanted to do in 
life. The one thing I did know was that I wanted to go to school eventually. I 
came back and moved in with my parents on the family farm and helped them 
out in addition to working as a security guard at a local casino.

After about two years, I decided I wanted to start going to school and I en-
rolled at the University of Wisconsin-Baraboo/Sauk County in 2000 using the 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs’ benefits. During my second year, I 
started using the federal G.I. Bill, which gave me more time to study and attend 
classes.

After earning my associates degree, I saved up some money working part 
time and got a work permit to work in Australia. I spent almost seven months 
there working and traveling. Once I got home in 2004, I enrolled to get another 
degree, this time from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. The extra income 
that I received from the federal G.I. Bill allowed me to work part time and still 
live a normal life. 

In spring 2007, I graduated from UW-Milwaukee with a degree in  

organizational administration and knew I wanted to go into business. Soon 
enough, I saw several Subway restaurant franchises were for sale, and I thought 
there may be a good opportunity for me to turn around a struggling business. 
My offer ended up being accepted, and I put together a business plan and 
learned how to successfully run a business. Being a veteran, I had a slight ad-
vantage with the Small Business Administration when I applied for a loan. I took 
over two of the Subways in April 2008, and I paid off the loan during the sixth 
year of a 10-year repayment plan.

In 2015, I wanted to tackle another challenge, and I purchased land and 
opened a HuHot Mongolian Grill in Lake Delton. I now run the business with a 
good friend, who’s also a Navy veteran. I couldn’t do what I am doing without 
him. The business has been so successful that we opened up another one in Sun 
Prairie recently.

Needless to say, I would not be where I am today if it weren’t for the feder-
al G.I. Bill. Being a veteran has afforded me certain opportunities that I may 
not have otherwise had, and I have taken full advantage of them. The benefit 
allowed me to graduate from school with a surplus of money instead of debt. It 
gave me the basis of the leadership skills that I have now. It taught me how the 
world works and it gave me the confidence to believe in 
myself and helped me believe that I can do it.

My father once told me on the way to a softball game: 
“You can do anything you want with your life; it’s entirely 
up to you.” I have always remembered those words and 
they have guided me.

The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 
congratulates the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs on the 75th anniversary of the G.I. Bill, which 
has been used to help veterans along on their  
respective career path.

“I would not be where I am today if it weren’t 
for the federal G.I. Bill.” 

—  William Trevorrow


