
after they completed their physicals and returned to their 
family home in Kenosha with Marine Corps coins, stickers 
and a “Proud Mother” decal.
“At that point, it finally hit me that they were actually going 

to do this,” she said. “They were going forward and they were 
serious about it. There’s always the unknown, even today. But 
I’ve learned so much over the course of  these years.”
Bradley is currently stationed in Japan while Marc is in 

North Carolina. The family tries to stay in contact as much 
as possible, but the opportunities are few and far between. 
Despite the circumstances, LeRoy’s worries and emotions have 
been paired with a great sense of  pride, and it’s been made 
easier having other military mothers to open up to, she said.
“It helps to hear their voices or see a text message to know 

they’re thinking about me,” she said of  her sons. “Each little 
achievement, every time they rank up, it’s really indescribable. 
I probably worry more right now than I did early on, but I do 
my best to keep busy so I don’t focus on it; that’s how I get 
through.”
That’s much of  the same reason why Rettig, who’s from 

Caledonia, combined her local “Proud Military Moms” group 
with the Blue Star Mothers group. Rettig also has two sons 
who serve in the military: Jacob in the U.S. Coast Guard and 

Mary LeRoy was overwhelmed with emotion and fear of  
the unknown when she finished signing the documents. 

Her identical twin sons, Bradley and Marc, had just completed 
the enlistment paperwork for the United States Marine Corps’ 
Delayed Entry Program, and Mary was unsure where to turn. 
While that anxiety is still there, things have since subsided with 

the assistance of  those around her in similar situations. 
More than two years ago, LeRoy joined Blue Star Mothers of  

Southeastern Wisconsin – Chapter 2, a nonprofit chapter of  the 
national organization which acts as a support group for mothers 
who have children that are serving or have served in the military. 
The group has continued to grow over the years and currently 
boasts about 35 members, taking up many volunteer initiatives 
in the southeastern Wisconsin area.
“We’re here for you,” Blue Star Mothers Chapter 2 President 

Diana Rettig said of  the group’s mission. “We support that mom 
that’s there because that’s what it’s about, the families.” 

Heading into the Unknown
LeRoy’s sons were just 15-years old at their time of  enlistment, 

and she wasn’t much prepared for what would happen next. 
A few years later, the surreal sensation resurfaced as her sons 
headed off  to boot camp. She said that things really hit home 
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Members of  Blue Star Mothers – Chapter 2 in southeastern Wisconsin pose for a photo. The group is comprised of  mothers who all share a common bond: 
Their children have served or are serving in the United States military.



James in the U.S. Army. The nervousness and emotions she 
initially felt when James, who’s since been commissioned as an 
Army Officer from Marquette University’s ROTC program, 
and Jacob went off  to boot camp have been transformed into a 
feeling of  honor, she said.

“I’m so proud 
of  them and 
what they 
sacrifice and 
we sacrifice as 
a family,” she 
said, adding 
that her family 
didn’t have much 
of  a military 
background 
before her sons 
joined the armed 
forces.
With many 

questions and 
concerns, Rettig 

got involved with Blue Star Mothers – Chapter 2 and made it 
a priority and a passion to reach out to those from the area in 
similar situations. 
One of  the recent additions to the group is Kathy Nielsen, a 

Racine native who joined earlier this year. While she’s new to 
the group, she’s one of  the more veteran military mothers. Her 
son, Kris, has served stateside in the U.S. Air Force for the past 
14 years. While patriotism has always been prevalent in their 
family, Kris’ decision to enlist came as a shock to his  
mother.
“It was something we had never even discussed,” Nielsen said, 

noting that he joined the ROTC while attending the University 
of  Minnesota for genetics. “This was in 2002, so there was a 
lot of  activity happening worldwide, I was very concerned and 
shocked.”
Kris served in the Air Force’s missile division and has been 

stationed in various locations across the U.S. ever since. Most 
recently, he received word that he’ll be relocated to Salt Lake 
City to start work on an expansive missile project later this 
summer.
“I’m so proud of  him every inch of  the way,” she said.
Nielsen was introduced to the Blue Star Mothers group 

through a friend whose son is in the Army. Once joining, the 
positives of  being involved were apparent.
“Sometimes you’re so busy and wrapped up in life that you 

don’t realize what’s next door,” she said. “It’s hard (to have a 
child serving), so being able to share that with people who have 
those same emotions and feelings, the camaraderie has been 
invaluable.”

A Common Bond
While many of  the mothers in the group have grown 

accustom to a lack of  contact with their children due to their 

military involvement, holidays like Mother’s Day come and go 
with a different type of  emotion. It helps that there are others 
in similar situations to get each other through, LeRoy said.
“I try not to focus on feeling sad because I can’t spend time 

with them,” LeRoy said of  her sons. “Sure, it’s hard, but I do 
my best to keep busy and I wait for the time that I’m able to 
talk to them live.”
Nielsen said that while holidays are especially emotional times, 

the knowledge that Kris is following his dreams put her at ease.
“You’re unable to share the time, but when you do have the 

time, it’s precious,” Nielsen said. “(Kris has) always been very 
smart and sensitive, so the card he sends me means something. 
I have my whole little collection and I keep those tender 
statements and words.
“I’m so glad he had the foresight to follow this career and 

bring that part into my life. It’s a dynamic that you don’t 
understand until you’re experiencing it.”

Volunteering for Veterans
The Blue Star Mothers group is open to all military mothers 

and meets the third Tuesday of  every month at Sturtevant 
Village Hall. The members also work together as volunteers for 
many local Veterans’ initiatives and causes.
“We are growing like crazy,” Rettig said. “I really try to 

promote well-roundedness and we have a nice variety of  
attendance. We try to have time to share things about their 
children at the meetings and just let them know that we’re here 
for them.”
The group helps out with various events and programs at 

the WDVA’s Veterans Home at Union Grove, the Tiny Home 
Village in Racine for homeless Veterans, Honor Flights, 
Milwaukee Veterans Day Parade and much, much more.
“Everybody helps out wherever they can,” LeRoy said. 

“Everybody pitches in and is involved with the community and 
is helping where we can to serve our Veterans.”
For more information on the group, visit BlueStarMomsSEW.

com.

I try not to focus on 
feeling sad because I 
can’t spend time with 
them. Sure, it’s hard, 
but I do my best to 
keep busy and I wait 
for the time that I’m 
able to talk to them 
live.

Members from the Blue Star Mothers Group - Chapter 2 pose with miniature 
Christmas trees they made to send to military.


