Governor Evers: Investing in
Wisconsin’s Veterans
Wisconsin: A Leader for Veterans
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On February 16, 2021, Governor Tony Evers laid out his budget plan for
the next two years. Programs, benefits, and services for veterans are a top
priority in his budget. Governor Evers has proposed more than $30,900,000
in state funds to support veterans benefits, programs, and services. His
budget includes the largest single infusion of general funds into the Veterans
Trust Fund by any Governor. Recently, about 200 veterans and stakeholders
attended discussions about funding veterans programs. This budget, the
People’s Budget, reflects the will of the people.
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Investing in Mental Health and
Suicide Prevention

Governor Evers has proposed expanding the Veterans Outreach and Recovery
Program (VORP), a comprehensive, coordinated outreach, treatment, and
recovery support program that brings together government and community
resources to eliminate barriers for veterans who are struggling. Together, we
work with housing programs, mental health and substance use services, and
veteran organizations to help participants obtain stable housing, connect
to proper healthcare and mental health support, and ensure that care is
continual and effective.
Seven additional staff to help with high
caseloads in urban areas, provide additional
clinical assessment and oversight, and find
and reach more veterans in need.
$200,000 for suicide prevention awareness,
particularly among veterans in traditionally
underserved populations, including minority
groups and individuals in rural areas.
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Increases veteran service
officer grants to counties
and tribes by five percent,
ensuring frontline service
providers have the tools
they need to assist
veterans.
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Other Highlights
of Governor Evers’ Budget:
Expands the veterans and surviving spouses property tax credit to
include a benefit for renters.
Eliminates fees for the disabled veteran-owned business
certification program.

Funding for the recovery,
identification, and
repatriation of Wisconsin
MIA service members
with their loved ones
through the University
of Wisconsin’s Missing
in Action Recovery and
Identification Project.

Provides $2 million to the “Wisconsin Housing for Heroes” rental
assistance program to help homeless veterans.
Eliminates barriers to employment with changes to the
Department of Workforce Development’s Hire Heroes program
and recognition of military service for professional licensing at the
Department of Safety and Professional Services.
Creates a Spinal Cord Injury Council, with membership to include
a veteran with spinal cord injury.

