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TRICK OR TREAT! Families of our staff and volunteers had an awesome 
time joining members in celebrating Halloween by trick-or-treating 

around campus. They enjoyed dressing up in so many amazing costumes, 
and passing out candy while also taking part in some Halloween-themed 
games! See page 4 and 8 for more pictures.
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Home News

As we approach Veterans Day, I encourage you to join me in taking a few 
minutes to reflect on what the term “service” means to us. 

Military service is a part of the fabric of our country.  Throughout our history, 
men and women have bravely put on their uniforms to protect the values and 
liberties our nation was built on. Out of uniform, the service continues. As a 
veteran, your commitment to service and our country is often displayed in 
countless ways.

Through the transition from military to civilian life, we take the lessons that 
we have learned and the experiences we’ve gained and further fulfill our 
commitment to service by strengthening our communities. 

I fondly remember from my youth, many Saturdays traveling with my mother 
to the nearby Tomah VA Medical Center. There, we sang songs for veterans 
of previous conflicts. It was a smaller task in the grand scheme of things, 
but it provided lasting memories for the veteran residents at the facility 
and me. The experience was part of what led me to serve my country in the 
U.S. Navy. That same commitment to service has continued to motivate me 
as an advocate for Wisconsin veterans and their families as Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs.

Whether it’s volunteering a few hours a day at one of our veterans homes, 
making monetary or non-monetary donations to support a particular cause, 
taking up a service project in your community, or providing transportation 
for a veteran to get to an appointment, there are no shortage of ways we can 
fulfill our commitment to service. And it doesn’t only apply to veterans, either.

If everyone in our country took a brief moment to “pay it forward” through 
service to others, we will certainly keep alive a spirit of unity and compassion 
in our country. 

“Service” is the theme for this year’s Veterans Day. As we gather throughout 
our nation on November 11th to honor the men and women who have 
bravely worn the uniform, remember to honor the commitment to service of 
your neighbors and yourself as well.



Tammy Servatius
CommandantCommandant

Looking forward to the future…..

Over these past couple of months we have been making plans for the 
consolidation of Stordock Hall into the three other buildings here on 

the campus.  The plan has now been activated and we are well underway 
with the relocation process.  We anticipate this could take some time until 
we see the last Member leaving Stordock Hall.  

I would like to thank all the organizations who adopted a flower bed this 
past summer as part of our Petals of Honor program.   Your thoughtfulness 
keeps the campus at King looking beautiful.  If you or your organization 
would like to Volunteer to adopt a flower bed for 2020 please contact 
Shelley Jandt.  

The Marden building has been undergoing some repairs and soon will 
have a facelift on the 1st floor.   You will be seeing new carpeting, newly 
polished floors, as well as a coordinating stain border on the floor.   The 
furnishings will be receiving some re-upholstering to freshen them up and 
coordinate the overall look of the area.  The outer deck area has undergone 
some repairs and we hope to have that project wrapped up by the end of 
November.  

In the spring we look forward to one of the historic cottages to be moved 
next to our beautiful chapel in the park.  

I would like to wish each and every one of you a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and remind everyone that we all have much to be thankful for.  I look 
around at all the staff and Members and count my blessings here at King.

Hours:

Monday - Friday
7:30am - 3pm

Saturday and 
Sunday

8am - 2pm

Upcoming 
Major Events

Pearl Harbor Day
Fri., December 6

Wreaths Across America
Sat., December 14

Education Seminar
Wed., January 29

Volunteer Banquet
Tues., April 21

Semi-Annual 
Commemoration Service

Sat., May 2

For more events, 
please visit

www.WisVets.com
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Monetary

On behalf of the members, we 
sincerely Thank Everyone for

 their generous donations.
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continued on page 6

Resource One International donated clothes, toiletries and other 
miscellaneous items for the KX.

AMVETS Dept. of WI Hospital 
Service Inc.
New London, WI

Disabled American Veterans
De Pere, WI

VFW Post 6279
Adams, WI

Grace Lutheran Church - 
Grace Mission Society
Three Lakes, WI

VFW Post 8068
Elderon, WI

Gary Schwersinske
King, WI

AMVETS Post 1887
Waupaca, WI

King Recreation Committee
King, WI 

Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary - Dept. of WI
Plover, WI

Rolling Thunder Inc. - 
Wisconsin Chapter 3
Green Bay, WI

Marilyn McBride
Shawano, WI

S.M. & J.E. Golubic
Cecil, WI

Jerome D. Jennings
King, WI

Ken O’Malley
King, WI

ELKS Ladies Oshkosh 
Lodge 292
Oshkosh, WI

AMVETS Post 1887
Waupaca, WI

VFW Auxiliary 5716 
New Berlin, WI

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 69
Mayville, WI
In Memory of Lois Helmbrecht

Masonic Service Association
Oshkosh, WI

VFW Post 7898
Woodruff, WI

VFW Dept. of Wisconsin
Monona, WI

Mary Yanny
Brown Deer, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Kim & Jack Fieweger
Arpin, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

John F. Potnek
Menomonee Falls, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

John & Karen Puhl
Richfield, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Steven & Debra Semrad
Hubertus, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Judy K. Debruine
Sussex, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Patricia Luedtke
Slinger, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Judith Ann Buck
Menomonee Falls, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Eileen Cauley
Elm Grove, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

Peter & Laura Merbeth
Sussex, WI
In Memory of Marliese Lasanske

VFW Auxiliary 10406
Fountain City, WI

Thomas Forslin
King, WI

Northwest IL Chapter #150 - 
Korean War Veterans 
Association
Freeport, IL

Disabled American Veterans
De Pere, WI

Thomas C. Tews
Shawano, WI

VFW Post 10407
Weyauwega, WI

VFW Dept. of Wisconsin
Monona, WI

Kobus Molenda P.L.A.V. 
Post 49
South Milwaukee, WI
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continued from page 5Donation

P.L.A.V. Post 186
Green Bay, WI

Jerome D. Jennings
King, WI

Terry Callahan
Plainfield, WI

Gary Schwersinske
King, WI

Robert & Geneva Brown
Antigo, WI

Jerome D. Jennings
King, WI

David & Joann Lane
Lone Rock, WI
In Memory of Stuart & Jeanette 
Lange

Mark & Connie Henn
Redgranite, WI

John S. Craig
Madison, WI
In Memory of Sterling Steele

Walter Tollefson
Fond Du Lac, WI
In Memory of John O. Tollefson

Janice Fountain
Saukville, WI

Philip Zubella
Appleton, WI
In Honor of American Red Cross

American Legion Auxiliary - 
Unit 69
Mayville, WI
In Memory of Jane Nickel

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Stanley, WI

Jill Vestuto
Richland Center, WI 

VFW Post 8068
Elderon, WI

American Legion Auxiliary 
Dept. of Wisconsin
Portage, WI

A & W
Oshkosh, WI

ALA Unit 512
Shiocton, WI

American Legion Post 273
Grand Marsh, WI

Janet Klotzbuecher 
American Legion Unit 63
Fremont, WI

AMVETS Post 45
New London, WI
   
AMVETS Post 45
New London, WI

ALA Unit 512
Menasha, WI

Barbara Kienast

Bessie Varvitsiotes
Richland Center, WI 

Syvia Zimmer Cards

NSDAR
Stevens Point, WI

Bonnie Purcell
Woodruff, WI

Brenda Firkus
Plover, WI

AMVETS Ladies Aux. 
Burlington, WI

Carol Gear
Wautoma , WI
In Memory of Robert Gear

Cathy & Jim Tratz
Oshkosh, WI
In Memory of Jim Casper

VFW Post 1318
Madison, WI
In memory of James F. Schnering 

Charles Brendel
Waupaca, WI

VFW Aux. Post 2653
Antigo, WI

Dan & Mary Naylor
Waupaca, WI
In Memory of Merlin Shanks

Dawn Hoeye
Marshfield, WI

Deb Lemke
Rosholt, WI

Debby Parker
Wautoma , WI
In Memory of Audrey Frye

AMVETS Aux. 1051
Stevens Point, WI

Debra Bohman
Spencer, WI
In Memory of David Oestreich

Diane Ravey
Appleton, WI
In Memory of Ken Ravey

Dianna Lunk
Richland Center, WI 

Don & Lea Garvey
Waupaca, WI

Don McGowan
Shawano, WI

Donald Bangert
Waupaca, WI

Doug Schweitzer
Custer, WI
In Memory of Junior Schweitzer

Doug Thompson
Waupaca, WI

Family of Robert Koepcke
King, WI

Gary Lapp
WI

Help Heal Veterans
Wichester, CA

Kathy Seymer - for Hubert H. 
Hamel, MD
Merrimac, WI

Ian Heinsohn

Jackie Phalen
Waupaca, WI

Jane Suomi
Brush Prarie, WA
In Memory of Wayne Johnson

Jane Suomi
Mesa, AZ

Janet & Terry Misich
Alexandria, VA
 
Jeanette Gross
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

continued on page 10



VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION MEETING TIMES

AMERICAN LEGION POST 161 
Meets second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. POST meets in the Marden Memorial Center meeting 
room. AUXILIARY meets in the Marden Memorial Center Multi-Purpose room.

AMVETS POST 1887
Meets last Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the Marden Memorial Center Multi-Purpose room.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS CHAPTER #53
Meets fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the New London Community Center - 600 Washington 
Street. Call (715) 213-7916 with any questions. No meeting in November and December.

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
Meets second Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m. in the Marden Memorial Center Meeting Room.

WI BASE OF SUBMARINE VETERANS
Meets the last Saturday of every month in the Marden Memorial Center meeting room at 10:00 a.m. 
Please call (715) 630-0279 with any questions.

In Memory ofIn Memory of
“Our country is in mourning, a veteran died today.”

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGIn Memory of/VSO Meeting Times
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Loretta M. Wilkening

Melvin A. Steffens

Rodney L. Jameson

Joseph A. Brouillet

Joyce A. Johnson

Robert J. Temple

James A Dunbar

Ellsworth J. Peterson

Harold R. Wood

Richard E. Doebler
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WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGChaplain’s Column

I am frequently asked what it is that I do as a chaplain here at the Wisconsin Veteran’s Home at King.  
Usually I say, “I have the best job in the world – they pay me to go around and talk to people.”  While 

that is true, the job is much more than that.  Sitting down one day I listed the things that we try to do 
as chaplains.

 1. We provide welcome and comfort to new members.  A spiritual assessment is done with  
  each member as soon as possible after admission.  The chaplain talks with the new member  
  about  his/her church background and traditions finding out how important spiritual support  
  is to that individual.  From there they are assigned to a chaplain’s spiritual care list to provide  
  follow-up by a certain chaplain closest to their background.
 2. Chaplains extend grace to members regardless of their previous life experiences.  Some  
  come with a deep faith and some come with no faith at all.  Each perspective is respected and  
  we are always here to help the member cope with the life changes they are experiencing. Our  
  goal is to serve each member with care and dignity.
 3. Building faith through Bible study and chapel services is a key ingredient in our service  
  to our members.  Each building has a designated time and place for these activities.  The  
  services are designed to bring knowledge and comfort to our members with special times  
  of prayer for the needs expressed. Communion is served on a regular basis for those wishing  
  to participate.
 4. Honoring traditions of faith we try to follow the church calendar and the holy days as people  
  are used to doing.  Special services for Easter and Christmas bring reassurance to our   
  attendees as they are used to those things in their prior years.
 5. Preparing people for the end of life issues is also a big part of what we do.  Reassuring them of  
  God’s love and grace brings comfort in that time.  Sitting at the bedside of a member who is  
  passing from this life to the next is an honor and a privilege for us chaplains.  
 6. Ministering to the friends and family of our members at the time of a member’s passing is an  
  important part of what we do. Funeral services that respect our members and their families  
  are done by our chaplains as well as burials for our members and also those who were not  
  members but wish to be buried in our cemetery. In addition we do two commemorative  
  services each year.  

Role of the Chaplain

continued on page 16

John Roe
Protestant ChaplainProtestant Chaplain
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Jeff Kidd  American Legion 
Post 351
Montello, WI

Jenkins Family Living Estate
Stevens Point, WI

Jerome Eaton
Fond Du Lac, WI

WRC
Richland Center, WI 

Jim & Sue Waid
Waupaca, WI

John Kuhn
Shawano, WI
In Memory of Joe Pleshek

John Scott Horner Chapter 
- DAR
Green Lake, WI

DAR - Stevens Point
Rosholt, WI

Joyce Domke
Stevens Point, WI

Judy & John Jez
Tony, WI

Judy Gilliam
Green Lake, WI

Judy Grosskopf
Redgranite, WI
In Memory of Greg Grosskopf

Judy Johnson
Richland Center, WI 

Judy McConnell
WI

VFW Post 1638
Merrill, WI

Karen Conklyn
Stevens Point, WI

Karen Wenzel
Fremont, WI

Kathleen Plucker
Green Bay, WI

Ken Jungwirth
Winneconne, WI

SUV
Pine River, WI

Lake Country Republican 
Women
Shawano, WI

Linda Freund & Michael 
Murray
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Linda Reitzner
Combined Locks, WI

Loretta Hooker
Monona, WI

Marci Bodway
Weyauwega, WI

Mary Fauchild
Appleton, WI

Mary Prahl
Waupaca, WI

MCL
Mary Wilderman  - Mike Bird
Fond Du Lac, WI

Michael Thyssen - Thyssen 
Estate
New London, WI
In Memory of John (Jack) 
Thyssen

Mollie Webb Stearns
WI
In Memory of Howard Webb

Mosinee Sportsmens Club
Mosinee, WI

Nancy Maltbey
King, WI
In Memory of Paul & Jean 
Hendrich

Nelsonville Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
Amherst Junction, WI

Oran J. Braatz
Fond Du Lac, WI

Patriot Guard Riders
St. Germain, WI

Primrose Gardens and Gifts
Manawa, WI

VFWA 1866
Marshfield, WI
In Memory of Donald Riedel

AMVETS Auxiliary 45
New London, WI

School District of Neillsville - 
PBIS Committee
Neillsville , WI

Shepard of the Hills
Greenville, WI

Shirley Mulroy
Fremont, WI

Knot-Sew-Perfect Quilters
Pine River, WI

Silver Creek Speciality Meats
Oshkosh, WI

continued from page 6Donation

Faith Lutheran Church from 
Spooner donated toiletries, 
games, cards and $425.

Charles and Estrella Schnering with VFW Post 1318 from Madison 
donated 24 blankets and 8 knitted Kleenex box holders.

continued on page 14
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Joan Grawvunder
WVH-King MemberWVH-King Member

We really weren’t worried about MiLady 
being only Green Broke because our oldest 

daughter, Candy, had a real ability with handling 
horses. She handled many of our horses that 
needed strong and wise direction. She trained 
many of our horses who needed to be broken, 
included breaking Major, who still thought like a 
frisky stud and acted like it as well.  He was a very 
frisky horse but Candy controlled that big horse 
all the way through the Manawa July 4th Rodeo 
Parade even though he had other ideas than she 
did. He was so frisky that some of the fellas from 
the crowd insisted on going along beside Major in 
case he got too out of control. That certainly gave 
me lots more peace of mind all through the end 
of the parade. Lots of people were commenting 
on the ability of my oldest daughter! She certainly 
was blessed with great ability to handle animals. 

She still surrounds herself with lots of animals 
including horses, German Shepherds, two 
very large Great Pyrenees, goats, sheep, geese, 
chickens, guinea hens, cats, peacocks, and four 
adopted children since she has turned 60 years of 
age. If she didn’t have all the animals and the kids, 
I think she would be very lonely.  

Now, onto the rest of horse story….after MiLady 
dumped me and my foot got caught in the 
stirrup…I finally wiggled out of the stirrup, 
getting lots of pain and anguish. Sadly I was 
unable to stand and walk so it was necessary to  

crawl all the way through the pasture to the fence, 
through the garden (bypassing a darned snake!,) 
across the lawn to our front door.

Oh, how it hurt!! I finally got to the doctor to 
have that wounded foot checked over. Doc 
said, fortunately, the foot wasn’t broken but was 
bruised so severely that I wasn’t to use it for a long 
time. Darn! That was not what I really wanted to 
hear!

This was the week I was going to go to a Convention 
in Chicago. During free time a group of us wanted 
to go to the Pacific Gardens and watch a program 
being created. Oh well, there were lots of stairs to 
get up to the Pacific Gardens place. So the rest of 
the group went but I didn’t. Crutches just would 
not be practical for those stairs!

Back to horses again: I wanted to share one of 
MiLady’s tricks: Every time I was leading her, in 
some way she succeeded in stepping on my 
feet. As she continued with her trick I continued 
to watch what she was doing to accomplish her 
little trick. Each time that she got me I would step 
farther away from her to avoid those feet. Yet 
somehow she still got me. I started watching her 
left front foot closely. I didn’t know that they could 
stretch out sideways but they can! It was amazing 
how far out she could extend that leg. Finally I  

Horses

continued on page 13



 NOVEMBER Anniversary
23 James and Gladys Otterson

Activity Cost Sponsored by
Marden In-House Meal $  450 AMVETS
Tailgate Parties $  600 MOPH
Legends I/II Café Visits $ 100 ALA 
Monthly Bday Entertainment (all bldgs.) $  300 May Luchsinger
Food for Monthly Bdays Parties (all bldgs) $  400 May Luchsinger
Entertainment  $  400 May Luchsinger
Legends I/II Monthly Support $  500 ALA
Veterans Ball (Music/Food/Decor) $ 1000 MOPH
Catered Meals ($400 per bldg.) $ 1600  MH/Masons; OH/VFW
  SH/DAVA; AH/ALA
Holiday Lights in the Park   $2000 -  VFW $100 - DAR
  $500 - DAV 

Thank you for your support and for making a  difference 
in the lives of King veterans and their families. 

November activities sponsored by the 

King Recreation Committee, Inc.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING Home News
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GIFT SHOP HOURS: Monday - Sunday
9am to 11am
1pm to 3pm
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stepped away far enough that she couldn’t reach 
me anymore. It had become a real trick for her 
foot to step on my foot. I think finally I just had to 
be more careful to avoid that foot because it was 
a funny trick for her, although, she laughed more  
than I did. She was a very precious, loving, pretty 
and good behaving horse. Well, at times anyway. 
I cried a lot when we had to get rid of her. I finally 
got my beautiful buckskin and couldn’t keep her. 
That one really hurt. 

Next I will tell you about another funny dapple 
brown pony. When we found Stormy from a 
dealer and brought him home in the back seat of 
our Buick and piled all the kids in the front seat. 
Not sure who had more fun bringing him home; 
the kids feeding Stormy French fries or stormy 
eating French fries. I think both had a great time. 
He didn’t seem to mind riding in the car. When he 
got home you would have thought he had been 
there forever. He fit right in and made himself at 
home. We put him in the pasture and let him run 
to get acquainted with the other horses and get 
used to the rest of us. Of course, the kids couldn’t 
wait to ride him so we brought Stormy out of 
the pasture shortly after we got home. We had 
a long driveway that was uphill. We got Stormy 
all bridled up and got the kids on him one at a 
time of course. We got him turned around and 
headed up the driveway. The oldest went first 
and got the pony turned around at the end of the 
driveway to bring him back down the driveway. 
When she got back down the driveway she pulled 
the reigns to stop the pony of course and he was 
very obedient and he stopped quickly and put 
his head down. She wasn’t expecting him to do 
that. Over his head she went. He lifted up his 
head and shook it like he was pretty smart, while 
the rest of us all laughed. He was a funny pony. 
It was time for the second one to get a chance. 
And then the third one. And the last one who was 
very young so we were there to catch him. Stormy 
gave a lot of attention to each one and shook his 

head proudly after dumping each one. It took 
the kids a little time but they soon caught on to 
Stormy and his little tricks and started getting 
better at preventing getting dumped. But then he 
developed a new trick. Show off horse. The kids 
got pretty good at handling him and getting him 
bridled, etc. by themselves. One day they came in 
crying stating, “Mom, Stormy won’t let us put the 
bridle on.” I was in the kitchen wearing my apron 
because I was making dinner. So I went out, apron 
and all, to see what I could do to handle Stormy. 
I tried putting his bridle on and he put his head 
way up so I couldn’t get the bit in his mouth 
either. After a few times of this I realized I needed 
to do something different. Since he wouldn’t put 
his head down so I could put the bit in his mouth, 
I had to tip him over. He didn’t like that idea. 
So since I was ornerier than he was, there was 
only one way I was going to get him down. So I 
grabbed a hold of his head and grabbed his nose 
and started twisting. He didn’t like that of course, 
so it was a battle of ornery between us. I won! So I 
got the bit in his mouth and the kids were tickled 
as punch. After that Stormy behaved and the kids 
rode wherever they wanted to go.

Another trick that goofy pony had was he liked 
hats. Anywhere he could go and grab someone’s 
hat he would. Right off their head. He especially 
liked to reach right over the fence while Dad was 
working and grab his hat. When he got far enough 
away he would toss the hat on the ground and 
run away. Then he would throw his head in the 
air like he was gloating. The guys used to get so 
frustrated but Stormy didn’t; he thought he was 
funny. 

Next I will tell you a little bit about our beautiful, 
wild, black, mustang, Sierra, from Wyoming. He 
was only green broke so he was never really happy 
when we started trying to do much with him.  

Thoughts and Things continued from page 11

continued on page 15
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We would like to welcome the following new members 
to the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King:

Due to the Federal HIPAA Privacy Act only those members who have releases on file are listed.

Sister Bernetta Ekedahl
Chicago, IL

SPASH Key Club
Stevens Point, WI

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Almond, WI

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Manawa, WI

Steve Genereau
Friendship, WI

Stevens Point Moose Lodge #1572 & 
Chapter 311
Stevens Point, WI

Stevens Point Moose Lodge
Stevens Point, WI

Stoughton Lumber Company 
Stoughton, WI

American Legion Post 70
Oshkosh, WI

WRC
Waupaca, WI

Cards for Vets
Menomonee Falls, WI

Terri Mastrodonato Ladies of Sacred 
Heart Parish
Shawano, WI

The Bricco’s - Peach Lutheran Church
Amherst, WI

Theresa Kimes
La Crosse, WI

Church of Jesus Christ
King, WI

Tomorrow River Lutheran Parish
Amherst Junction, WI

Trinity Lutheran Church - Dorkos Circle
Oshkosh, WI

Trinity Lutheran Church
Waupaca, WI

VFW Auxiliary Post 6007
Plainfield, WI

VFW Post 6279 - Adams-Friendship
Adams, WI

Waupaca Truck Stop
Waupaca, WI

Woodland Lutheran Church 
Nekoosa, WI

Phyllis B. Johnson, a World War II Army 
Veteran’s spouse joined us on October 1, 
2019 from Wild Rose.  She is living at OH 

346A.

Please call ahead at 
715.256.5020 with large 
or unique donations. 
If we find something 
within your donation 
we cannot use, we pass 
it on so it helps as many 
people as possible. 

Donation continued from page 10
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After Daddy died it was time to move him to a new 
home, that he refused under any circumstance. 
When we tried to load into the trailer, no matter 
what we tried to do with him, he fought against 
us. Finally, my precious oldest son decided he was 
going to walk that horse to his new home which 
was about a 20 mile ride. Or maybe longer if you 
walk it. 

The next one I will tell you about is Shawnee Chief. 
Another untaught horse. He wasn’t even green 
broke. When Shawnee Chief came barreling down 
full speed ahead at my 10 year old sister it scared 
her so bad she flew between two bared wires with 
her long flowing skirt. It became a new game for 
Shawnee. After that he would chase everybody, 
even the cows. We had one cow that kept getting 
out that we couldn’t break of that. She always 
managed to escape or get loose so finally Robert, 
in frustration, put a heavy chain around the neck 
of the cow and hooked her up to a long log. We 
left the chain dangle so if she tried to go over 
the fence it was electrified. One day she got into 
Shawnee’s pasture and Shawnee discovered her. 
He took off full speed ahead straight for the cow. 
That cow saw him coming and took off running. 
She flew like she knew the devil was after her. Over 
the tall wooden gate went the cow dangling chain 
and all. And there was an electric fence going 
across the top of that gate. When she went over 
the gate she took a good chunk of the gate with 
her. After that the cow stayed with the herd where 
we left her. Nobody else could get very close to 
Shawnee by himself very much. But my small 5 
year old son could go out and sit on the top of 
the fence and Shawnee would come galloping 
over and my little Rob could pet that horse for as 
long as we would let him sit out there. Shawnee 
never got tired of it and neither did Rob. It was a 
beautiful thing to see. As time went on Shawnee 
was allowed to grow and run around his pasture 
and chase the cows with a fence between them. 
He would chase them the length of the lane going 
to the barn, which was not good for a cow going 

to be milked. We missed our horses so much now 
that we were in town and boarding the horses that 
we decided that we were going to have a picnic 
in the horse pasture. I wish you had been there. It 
was fun just being in the pasture with the horses 
but the most beautiful part was looking up on the 
hill and seeing that gorgeous used to be stallion 
on top of the hill with the mares and other horses 
coming up behind him. It was a sight from the 
movies. We had the table set up in the pasture with 
a table cloth and thought it would be ok and the 
horses would realize they eat horse food and we 
eat people food but the horses came down by us 
and saw what we were doing and seemed to think 
that wasn’t fair. So even though we were eating 
summer sausage sandwiches and potato salad 
they pushed forward and stood with front feet on 
the edge of the table cloth and enjoyed our picnic 
with us. When they finally de-feeted us we rolled 
everything up and put it in the back of the station 
wagon and rolled the windows down. Rolling the 
windows down was a bit of a mistake it turned 
out. MiLady was such a lady she kept reaching in 
to get the fig cookies and feeding them to Patches. 
Patches thought that was fine and would eat them 
as fast as MiLady would get them out. Finally we 
had to roll the windows up far enough that they 
couldn’t get their noses in there anymore so they 
wouldn’t get sick. Crazy Galoots!

Eventually Robert decided that it was time to train 
Shawnee. So he had me holding his head and he 
was going to put a saddle on him. I don’t know 
if that was the brightest move. All of a sudden 
something slammed me aside of the head and 
threw me across the barnyard on top of a pile of 
big stones that hurt. Before I could even get up off 
the stones I thought the horse himself had fallen 
on top of me. As I struggled to get up I noticed that 
whatever was on top of me was struggling to get 
up too. Then I discovered it was my husband; not 
my horse. 

Thoughts and Things continued from page 13

continued on page 16
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Thoughts and Things continued from page 15

Christmas was coming and the little kids were 
nagging, “What are we getting for Christmas?”  
So Dad and I kept telling them we were giving 
them Israel. They just wouldn’t believe us. For 
quite some time the kids thought and questioned 
us trying to figure out what we meant when we 
said Israel. Then when Christmas finally arrived we 
took them outside and there in the back of the 
pickup truck was Israel, our donkey. The kids were 
thrilled. They would ride Israel all over and when 
that donkey got too stubborn they would grab a  
hold of his ears and twist them to get him to go 
the direction they wanted. One time my daughter 
in law had Israel at her house and she was hanging 
the laundry out on the clothes line and Israel 
would take the clothes off the line as fast as she 
was putting them on. That didn’t make her any 
happier than the neighbors. Everyone in town 
was not as thrilled with that donkey, however. 
Every early morning Israel would start yelling 
like a rooster crowing for everyone to wake up. 
He could be heard all across town waking up the 
neighborhood. 

One of the last horses we had was our Shetland 
pony, Champ. He was a sweet little thing. The kids 
were able to walk around and under that pony 
without him getting upset. They had a sleigh and 
two wheel cart that he would get hooked to and 
he would pull them all over. One time the kids had 
been riding him and forgot to put him back into 
the pasture and came into the house for the night. 
When we got up the next morning there he stood 
right in the front yard with not a care in the world. 
As he got older he lost his eye sight but he still 
remained so sweet. Well to everyone but the other 
horses and donkey. When he decided it was time 
to eat or drink he would turn around and back 
up to the feeder and kick whatever animal was in 
his way. You see he was the leader of the pack, no 
matter how small or blind, all the other animals 
knew it. He never lost his sweetness for the kids 
though. 

I promise to end the horses next month.

As chaplains at King we get to know our members and their families as real people.  We hear their 
stories, their joys and their pain.  Difficult family issues sometimes surface and we try to bring healing to 
families that have been shattered by circumstances.  When a member passes we grieve with the family 
but also personally as we have come to know and love those in our care.  Our days are marked by the 
joys of ministering to our members and with tears as we see a member pass from this life to the next.

Our staff and co-workers here at King are also very important to us.  Many times we minister to those 
who are caring for our members as they go through the tough transitions in their lives.  We are pastors 
for those who need us.

As I said in my opening, “I have the best job in the world!” 

Role of the Chaplain continued from page 9
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Protestant Services 

TUESDAYS 10:15AM AINSWORTH HALL CHAPEL
SUNDAY  8:30 AM OLSON HALL CHAPEL
  9:30 AM MACARTHUR HALL CHAPEL
 10:30 AM  STORDOCK HALL CHAPEL

Chaplain Rich Engle | ext. 2531 | Office Stordock Hall, room 414
Chaplain David Guerrero | ext. 3302 | Office MacArthur Hall, room 127

Chaplain John Roe | ext. 5043 | Office Stordock Hall, room 415

Lutheran Services

SUNDAY 8:00 AM MACARTHUR HALL CHAPEL
  9:00 AM STORDOCK HALL CHAPEL
 10:15 AM AINSWORTH HALL CHAPEL

TUESDAY 10:15 AM OLSON HALL CHAPEL

Chaplain Wayne Schwanke | ext. 2465 | Office Stordock Hall, room 414

Religious Services at the Wisconsin Veterans Home

Bible Studies

MONDAY 9:00AM  OLSON HALL MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

THURSDAY 10:15AM  AINSWORTH HALL 3rd FLOOR LOBBY AREA

FRIDAY 10:00AM  MACARTHUR HALL DINING ROOM

Catholic Services
 

SUNDAY 8:00AM STORDOCK HALL CHAPEL
  9:00 AM AINSWORTH HALL CHAPEL
 10:00 AM OLSON HALL CHAPEL
 11:00 AM MACARTHUR HALL

Sr. Martha Mafurutu | ext. 2381 | Office Olson Hall, room 136

***AINSWORTH HALL 1 & 2 SERVICE - MONDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30 AM & 10:30 AM***
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Afghanistan 1
Berlin 3
Berlin Crisis 2
Cuba 1
Korea 85
Lebanon 2
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm 4
Operation Enduring Freedom 2
Peacetime 93
Vietnam 228
WWII 49

RiddleRiddle

Air Force 66
Army 280
Army Air Corps 2
Coast Guard 5
Marine Corps 56
Navy 87

Women Veterans 12

Male Census    418 Female Census    93

VITAL STATISTICS

When does Christmas 
come before 

Thansgiving?

Riddle from last month: 
There are two monkeys 
on a tree and one jumps 
off. Why does the other 

monkey jump too?

Answer to last month’s 
riddle: Monkey see 

monkey do.
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Wednesday is 
Ladies Afternoon 

at Alley 5 Bar!
1pm to 4pm

FREE drinks for the ladies, door 
prizes and games for cash prizes.

Come on down and join the fun!

Would you like to 
join King’s Men of 
King Marine Corps 
League Detachment 
1387? 

•  Meet every second Thursday of each month in   
 the meeting room of the Marden Center at 13:30 hrs
• Exist for the good of Marines and their families
• Host educational speakers
• Celebrate the Marine Crops League birthday every  
 November  
• They honor our fallen comrades
• They use the Rose Fund program to solicit funds for  
 the league to support our members
• Support the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program
• They work for the good of our group at Kings Open  
 house in May every year
• They visit Veterans at King

Call Kathy at 715.498.5019 if you have any questions.
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MOVIES
PLAYING

MARDEN MEMORIAL CENTER THEATER

Monday, December 2
Miracle on 34th Street

Rated PG
1 Hr. 53 Min.

Tuesday, December 3
Holiday Inn

Not Rated
1 Hr. 40 Min.

Wednesday, December 4
Home Alone

Rated PG
1 Hr. 43 Min.

Thursday, December 05
White Christmas

Rated G
2 Hr. 00 Min.

Friday, December 6
Four Christmases

Rated PG-13
1 Hr. 38 Min.

Monday, December 9
A Christmas Carol 
(George C. Scott)

Rated PG
1 Hr. 40 Min.

Tuesday, December 10
Jingle All the Way

Rated PG
1 Hr. 33 Min.

Wednesday, December 11
Christmas with the Kranks

Rated PG
1 Hr. 39 Min.

Thursday, December 12
The Great Rupert

Not Rated
1 Hr. 26 Min.

Friday, December 13
The Santa Clause

Rated R
1 Hr. 31 Min.

Monday, December 16
Elf

Rated PG
1 Hr. 35 Min.

Tuesday, December 17
Arthur Christmas

Rated PG
1 Hr. 37 Min.

Wednesday, December 18
Christmas in Connecticut

Not Rated
1 Hr. 41 Min. 

Thursday, December 19
How the Grinch Stole Christmas

Rated PG
1 Hr. 44 Min.

Friday, December 20
A Christmas Story

Rated PG
1 Hr. 38 Min. 

Monday, December 23
Meet Me in St. Louis

Not Rated
1 Hr. 53 Min.

Tuesday, December 24
It’s a Wonderful Life

Rated PG-13
1 Hr. 37 Min.

Wednesday, December 25
The Polar Express

Rated G
1 Hr. 40 Min.

Thursday, December 26
Scrooged

Rated PG-13
1 Hr. 41 Min.

Friday, December 27
National Lampoon’s Xmas 

Vacation
Rated PG-13
2 Hr. 06 Min.

Monday, December 30
An Affair to Remember

Rated PG
1 Hr. 59 Min.

Tuesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve

Rated PG-13
1 Hr. 53 Min.

Movies scheduled for DECEMBER are:
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TOGETHER
for Dementia Awareness

2019
Run/Wau-King

What a day it was On October 5th! Our top-rated home, along with the 
Waupaca County Caregiver Coalition, had a huge turnout at the 4th 
annual Run/Wau-King Together for Dementia!  There was live music, 
raffles, baked goods, walking tacos, smiles, and much more! THANK YOU 
to all who came out to support this fantastic event. We all had a blast!

Congratulations to 
Sarah from Manawa 
for winning first 
place in the 5K run!



Got Science? Members created a foaming pumpkin.

Happy 93rd Birthday Fred!Happy 93rd Birthday Fred! Paranormal. Chain O’Lakes Paranormal Group came to 
share their stories, experiences, and equipment with the members.

Volleyball Match. MacArthur Hall played 
volleyball against the Stordock Hall members.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGMacArthur Hall
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Members enjoyed a trip to the  Cedar Lake School 
House .



December Birthdays

Wendy S Olson
Duane L Beyer
Etola D Pingel
Christopher J Thorp
Gary H Ostrander
Dennis L Anderson
Elton B Eastwood
Eugene T Paalman
Thomas F Walker
Raymond J Lombardi
Howard E Koslosky
William J Schertzl

OH
AH
AH
SH
OH
OH
OH
AH
AH
SH
SH
MH

Louise J Landsverk
John H Schroder
Johnie Lee

AH
AH
AH

Robert D. Russell
Angela L Hahn
Richard A Reining
Guy D Wade
Donald R Catlin
Harry R Hohnberger
Jack M Rude
Terry L Jackson
David P Bartolazzi
Allen M Biever
Priscilla L Barber
Harold B Brusky
Ricahrd C Quinlan

SH
SH
MH
AH
OH
SH
AH
MH
SH
MH
AH
SH
SH

17
18
18
19
20
21
22

24
25

27
28

1
3
4
6
7
8
9

10
12
13
14
16

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING Birthdays
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1
2

3
4

5

6
7

8
9

November Birthdays

Rose A Bemowski
Thomas F O’Neil
Raymond D Resler
Barbara J McCrory
Leonard J King
Joanne E Leibold
Daniel A Ness
James Funck
Elizabeth A Volmer
Kum Cha Dalby
Gordon D Lopes
Roseann J Ohap
Elmer C Otto
John M Krupka

AH
SH
OH
MH
MH
AH
MH
AH
MH
MH
AH
OH
AH
OH

Donald H Radke
Karl M Walker
James M Tucker
John E McLernon
Larry D Cavanaugh
Carlos L Yowell, Sr.
Frederick V McCrory
James R Keith

OH
OH
SH
MH
MH
OH
MH
AH

Fred G Muschinske
Richard D Hubatch
Robert D Rentmeester
John D Taylor
Louis J Krznarich
Samuel J Beach
Robert W Chudy
Maryann Kelley
Frank X Ernst
Byron M Robinson
Lois Y Moore
Guy F Nimmo
Kay W Plamann
Peter A Petushek
Peter G Brandt

MH
AH
OH
OH
AH
SH
MH
OH
SH
MH
AH
MH
AH
OH
OH

12
13
15

16
18

21
23

24

26

28

29
30



Getting

Hello, our name is Jim and 
Noritha Voigt. We come to 

King every other Wednesday to 
delivery library items, such as 
books and DVDs, to members 
rooms because they are not able 
to make it over to the library. We 
come from 28 miles away, taking 
the back roads as a short cut. We 
have been volunteering here at 
King for about 8 plus years with 
over 1,000 volunteer hours each. 
We also enjoy volunteering with 
our church and we are involved 
in the American Legion. Jim & I 
have been married 55 years this 
year. We have 3 children and 9 
grandchildren which keeps us busy. Jim used to 
work as a boiler technician for Kimberly Clark and I 
was a teacher in Neenah. While I enjoy gardening, 

flowers and feeding the birds, 
Jim enjoys all types of hunting 
and fishing. Since we retired 
and moved out of the Valley, we 
wanted to pay back in some little 
way to the veterans who served 
us. Jim’s dad was a WII veteran 
(wounded twice), so I think our 
volunteering somehow pays it 
forward. We have found that we 
thoroughly enjoying visiting with 
the members and staff while we 
are at King!

to know our Team Jim and Northa VoightMeet

Attention Members:
Our electrician has added five GFI outlets 
to the side of the pop stand in the park. 
These outlets can be used by staff and 
members to charge scooters. Do not sit 
on your scooter while it is charging, but 
please do stay near your scooter while it 
is charging.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGHome News
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The Library has added several books to its permanent collection.
The following are some of those books.
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Artemis by Andy Weir
 Jazz Bashara is a criminal. Well, sort of. Life on 
Artemis, the first and only city on the moon, is tough 
if you’re not a rich tourist or an eccentric billionaire. 
So smuggling in the occasional harmless bit of 
contraband barely counts, right? Not when you’ve got 
debts to pay and your job as a porter barely covers 
the rent.
 Everything changes when Jazz sees the chance to 
commit the perfect crime, with a reward too lucrative 
to turn down. But pulling off the impossible is just the 
start of her problems, as she learns that she’s stepped 
square into a conspiracy for control of Artemis itself—
and that now, her only chance at survival lies in a 
gambit even riskier than the first.

Blood Flag by Steve Martini
 Paul Madriani and Harry Hinds have a new client: 
Emma Brauer, a woman accused in the “mercy killing” 
of her aged father, Robert Brauer. Insisting she’s 
innocent, Emma tells Paul about a package sent to 
her father shortly before he entered the hospital. 
Bequeathed to him by a member of his unit from 
World War II, the box contains a key and a slip of 
paper. Emma fears that this package is connected to 
her father’s death.
 When Paul’s young assistant Sofia is murdered 
Madriani is blindsided by the realization that Emma’s 
fears are well-grounded.
 Digging into Robert’s military history, Madriani 
discovers that other members of the Army unit Robert 
served with have recently died—under similarly 
suspicious circumstances. When he finds that the box 
sent to Brauer relates to a mysterious talisman that 
went missing at the end of the war—a feared Nazi 
relic known as the “Blood Flag”—Madriani and Hinds 
realize they are in for the fight of their lives.
 With Emma’s life on the line and their own safety 
in jeopardy, Madriani must uncover the truth before 
the evil of the Blood Flag is allowed to spin a new 
web.

The Seventh Son by Kent Lester 
 A seemingly random murder off the Honduran 
coast leads scientist Dan Clifford to a massive 
corporate conspiracy. Illegal, automated, undersea 
operations have unwittingly awakened a primordial 
organism that turns host organisms into neurotoxin 
factories, wreaking havoc with aquatic life and 
the nearby human population. This maleficence 
threatens to trigger a worldwide outbreak that could 
end in human extinction, the Seventh Sun of ancient 
myth.
 When the CDC and the full resources of the U.S. 
biological threats team fail to uncover the source of 
the devastation, Dan and a brilliant marine biologist, 
Rachel Sullivan, must plumb the deeps and face an 
unimaginable, ancient horror in the murky depths. 
It’s up to them to stop this terror before a determined 
multi-national corporation unleashes death on an 
unsuspecting world.

The Maid’s Version by Daniel Woddrell
 Alma DeGeer Dunahew, the mother of three 
young boys, works as the maid for a prominent citizen 
and his family in West Table, Missouri. Her husband is 
mostly absent, and, in 1929, her scandalous, beloved 
younger sister is one of the 42 killed in an explosion 
at the local dance hall. Who is to blame? Mobsters 
from St. Louis? The embittered local gypsies? The 
preacher who railed against the loose morals of the 
waltzing couples? Or could it have been a colossal 
accident? Alma thinks she knows the answer—and 
that its roots lie in a dangerous love affair. Her dogged 
pursuit of justice makes her an outcast and causes a 
long-standing rift with her own son. By telling her 
story to her grandson, she finally gains some solace—
and peace for her sister. He is advised to “Tell it. Go 
on and tell it”—tell the story of his family’s struggles, 
suspicions, secrets, and triumphs.
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Arts and Crafts.  Members had a great time painting 
pumpkins with Activity Therapy Assistant Jenna to help bring in the 
fall spirit.

Wood Working Fun. There was quite a crowd 
that came to work on some wood projects.  From simple as painting 
and even had some wood burning to make their masterpieces.

Game Time. Larry Davis had a fun time playing and 
winning cribbage with staff.

Carving Time.  Members enjoyed carving pumpkins 
for Halloween.
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WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGStordock Hall

This month in Stordock we embraced fall traditions.  Pumpkins were carved, 
painted, and put out for all to enjoy. We also enjoyed fall sports as the Stordock volleyball team took on MacArthur for a 
friendly volleyball match. We ended the month with some good old fashion trick or treating.



Subscription Information
Submissions for The Courier are due the 1st of 

the month
“The Courier” can be mailed directly 
to your home for an annual rate of 
only $5.00. Subscribers are notified 
when the renewal is due.

A subscription to “The Courier” 
can also be a great gift for a friend 
or relative. To Subscribe, please 
complete the form below.
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State of Wisconsin
Anthony S. Evers

Governor

Wisconsin 
Department 

of Veterans Affairs
Mary M. Kolar

Secretary-designee

Courier Staff
Mary Grace Biesek

Marketing Specialist

Wisconsin Department of 
Veterans Affairs

@WisVets

Wisconsin 
Department of 
Veterans Affairs

The Wisconsin Veterans 
Home at King is a long 

term and rehabilitative care 
facility serving veterans and 
their eligible dependents. 
We offer excellent medical 
and nursing care to enhance 
quality of life. Our highly 

trained and dedicated staff strive to meet the unique needs of veterans by providing 
compassionate care built on the foundation of integrity, honor and respect. We also 
welcome qualified non-Wisconsin residents. Discover everything King can offer 
you. Call us at 715.256.5027 for a tour.

To ensure that you will not miss any issues of “The Courier” and to help us 
hold down our mailing costs, please notify us promptly of any changes in 

your address. New or renewing subscribers should include a check payable 
to “Wisconsin Veterans Home at King” in the amount of $5.00 to cover the 12 

month subscription. Please DO NOT send cash.

Mail this form to:
Courier Subscriptions

Wisconsin Veterans Home at King
N2665 County Road QQ

King, WI 54946-0600

Subscriber Name

Address

City     State  Zip

If you would like to receive your Courier electronically in color, contact 
marygrace.biesek@dva.wisconsin.gov and your email will be added to an 

electronic mailing list. Please write “Electronic Courier” in the subject line. You 
can also go on www.WisVets.com and sign up for GovDelivery to get your 

Courier electronically.

For more information on 
WVH-King please call
(715) 258.5586 or

1.888.458.5586 or visit
 www.WisVets.com
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