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MacArthur Hall  was 
the first of our 

buildings to get to 
enjoy family parades 
on campus and it was 
a beautiful sight! There 
were smiles, laughter, 
happiness and happy 
tears. Thank you to the 
families who came and 
made the parades so 
amazing and memorable 
and to the staff who 
helped organize them. 
See page 8 for more 
pictures.



Secretary Kolar
Wisconsin Department of Wisconsin Department of 
Veterans AffairsVeterans Affairs

It has been wonderful to hear about your COVID-19 recoveries at the 
Veterans Home at King. As I’m sure you are well aware, of the ten members 

who had tested positive for coronavirus at King, all ten have recovered. I’ve 
shared the news with others in our state and local veteran communities, 
and we are all so encouraged by these recoveries! If you are one of our 
recoveries at King, let me take this opportunity to tell you: I am so glad 
to hear you are well. I am also so proud of the way our staff rose to this 
challenge, and I thank our members and families for the understanding 
and support you’ve provided.

On another good note -- can you feel the weather changing? I certainly 
can here in Madison. We have had a break from the heat these past couple 
of weeks and I enjoyed a few days of brisker air. Wisconsin is a beautiful 
place to live in the fall, and I know you must also be enjoying the stunning 
colors of the changing leaves and the tranquility of Rainbow Lake at King.

As we make the transition to fall, I’ve enjoyed hearing about, and seeing 
the photos of the exciting events that happened over the summer. From 
the butterfly release and car parade to your participation in the Waupaca 
Community Arts Board’s “Drawn Together By Kindness” art project to the 
Wisconsin Veterans of Foreign Wars and Auxiliary sponsored luncheon on 
campus, I see you’ve continued to have fun, in a COVID-safe way. 

September is also a busy month as we marked 75 years since the end of 
WWII. To those of you who are WWII Veterans, we honor you. This month, 
we also commemorate the 19th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, remember the lives lost and the courage and strength 
of first responders, and pay tribute to the sacrifices made by the men and 
women who continued to defend our freedom by serving in the military.
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Finally, we look forward to Veterans Day on Wednesday, Nov. 11. Like 
many important observances in 2020, Veterans Day will be different this 
year. While WDVA typically hosts in-person ceremonies and events, this 
year we are planning for a virtual ceremony to honor the service and 
sacrifice of the men and women who have served our country. We look 
forward to sharing the details of our Veterans Day virtual tribute soon!
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WDVA Secretary’s column continued from page 2

We would like to welcome 
the following new 
members to the Wisconsin 
Veterans Home at King:

Due to the Federal HIPAA Privacy Act only those members 
who have releases on file are listed.

Raymond S. Sutrick, a Korean War Navy Veteran joined 
us on August 31, 2020 from Adams.  He is living at MH.

“Wisconsin Department 
of Veterans Affairs” 

On this page, you’ll see 
photos and posts of 
some great things that 
happen here at King.  

LIKE US 
ON

Upcoming 
Major Events

Run/Wau-King 
Together for Dementia 

Awareness
Sat., October 3

Cancelled

Semi-Annual 
Commemoration 

Service
TBD

Veterans Day 
Program

TBD

For more events, 
please visit

www.WisVets.com
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Getting
to know our Team Lynda TaylorMeet

Hello everyone, my name is Lynda Taylor. I have been volunteering 
at King since 1989. Many years ago, Florence Stripe encouraged 

volunteering at the home through AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. I’ve 
lived in Redgranite for 54 years with my husband Chuck. Redgranite 
is about 20 miles from King. We have two adult children and five 
grandchildren.

Chuck is a retired Navy chief with 21 years of service and we traveled 
a lot during his career in the Navy. Some of my past jobs were 
working at Human Services in Wautoma at the Child and Family 
Unit where I retired in 2010, secretarial work, and as a veterinary 
assistant in Corpus Christi, Texas.

When we are not traveling, I enjoy camping, reading, cooking, and volunteering at King with the 
many organizations we belong to. I belong to the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary and I was appointed Co-
Chairman as King Rep thru AMVETS Auxiliary and am a member of the King Rec Committee. I am 
a Past National President and Past Department President of AMVETS Auxiliary along with being a 
member of Fleet Reserve Association Ladies Auxiliary, and life member of DAV Auxiliary.

My most recent volunteering at King last year was going out on the pontoon with members to assist 
them with fishing. I also help with various functions such as the carnival, open house, outings, etc. 
Our big event is always the annual AMVETS King Weekend held in September.

Since we now winter in Texas, my volunteering takes places in the summer and early fall months.

I am glad to be able to help veterans any way I can and volunteering here at King allows me to do 
that. I truly miss seeing the members and staff I worked with. But because of the coronavirus, most 
of our volunteering has been put on hold. Praying that all stay safe and healthy.



Monetary

On behalf of the members, we 
sincerely Thank Everyone for

 their generous donations.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGDonations
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Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary - Dept. of WI
Plover, WI

James & Wendy Barszcz
Green Bay, WI
In Memory of Stephen Barszcz

Miliarty Order of the 
Cooties #38
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Mad City 41 - Military Order of 
the Cooties Aux.
Marshall, WI

King Recreation Committee
King, WI
 
VFW Dept. of Wisconsin
Monona, WI

Richard & Carol Laudolff
The Villages, FL
In Memory of Susan E. Steffes

Jane Buck
King, WI

VFW Post 7131
Pittsville, WI

VFW Post 8068
Elderon, WI

Kevin Flood
Niagra, WI

James Herres
Neenah, WI
In Memory of Cy Gruenstern

Dawn Marhefke
Neenah, WI
In Memory of Cy Gruenstern

Rolling Thunder Inc. - Wiscon-
sin Chapter 3
Green Bay, WI

PLAV Post 181
Stevens Point, WI

Martin & Cynthia Gietman
Appleton, WI
In Memory of Fred McCrory

Dave & Therese Wadek
Appleton, WI
In Memory of Fred McCrory

Alan & Veronica Franz
Appleton, WI
In Memory of Fred McCrory

Alice Claypool 
Combined Locks, WI
In Memory of Fred McCrory

Julie Jentz
Appleton, WI
In Memory of Fred McCrory

John Kovacic
King, WI

Montello High School Class 
of 1978
Robin Zimmerman
Middleton, WI
In Memory of James Sanders

Thomas & Lynn Geiger
Merrill, WI
In Memory of Donald H. Radke

Joan Fox & Chris Van Dellen
Waupaca, WI

Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church - DBA LWML Wings
Fremont, WI

continued on pag 13

The Rolling Thunder, Inc 
from Green Bay, WI donated 
$2,570.
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Today I will tell you about my sons, who are all part of the joy of my life:

My number one son is a truck driver. He’s been one for almost 50 years. He couldn’t wait until 
he was old enough to drive those big rigs. Now he is so thrilled with his many grandchildren 
that trucking has become less important in his life. But his number one importance seems to be 
helping others. It doesn’t matter whether they are friends or strangers. He helps them all when 
possible. As if that isn’t enough, he helps take care of me here at King.

My number two son is disabled. His number one responsibility is taking care of his precious wife, 
who is dealing with so many disabilities that it is difficult to keep up. He probably does the major 
share of cooking and housekeeping these days. And he has several fish tanks around the house. 
They both enjoy their fish. In addition to all those responsibilities he is my number one caregiver 
for things needed that King doesn’t provide. He never complains when there is a rather important 
need. He just goes to solve the problem for me.

My number three son lives about three hours away: way up north. He and his family live in a 
sportsman’s paradise. They live on the edge of a forest and have a river running through their 
property up close to the house, which is beautiful. He has retired after 25 years in the military and 
keeps employed with any positions available. He calls me almost every week and usually comes 
to see me on special days in my life. He is a caring very special son and I’m so glad he is part of our 
family.

My number four son lives about ten miles out of town. He works at the foundry and has for many 
years. He is also a very dedicated sportsman and enjoys spending time at his brothers home up 
north. This son has been updating their home that he purchased from his uncle that has been a 
bit behind the times. So, he has been bringing the gardens up to date, making improvements to 
the house, etc. 

Joan Grawvunder
WVH-King MemberWVH-King Member

Memories and Things

continued on page 11



In Memory ofIn Memory of
“Our country is in mourning, a veteran died today.”

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGIn Memory of

Roy P. Hoffman
Minnie M. Ahlm
Daisy M. Erdman
Keith D. Lamp
Harold E. Kriegel

Gordon D. Lopes
Richard J. Radlinger
Guy F. Nimmo
Pepper R. Johnson
Beverly A. Rindt

John E. Kovacic
Donald H. Radke
Chester A. Plivka
Kent D. Fowle 
Donald H. Ziegler

 SEPTEMBER Anniversary
17 Robert and Geneva Brown
22 Robert and LaVerne Langer

7

Virtual Ecumenical 
Services

Channel 4-1
Times:  8:00, 10:00 A.M.;
  1:30, 3:00 and 
  7:00 P.M.

Catholic Mass on Channel 20 
EWTN
Times: 7:00, 11:00 A.M.;
  6:00 P.M.
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MacArthur Hall Held Two Family Parades
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WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KINGChaplain’s Column

September 11th was my last day of serving as the Lutheran Chaplain at WVH-King.  People have 
thought it strange, maybe even morbid, and have asked why I chose 9/11 as the day to retire.  

After the attack on our country in 2001, September 11th has been designated as Patriot Day – 
A National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the 2,997 victims of the terrorist attacks which 
took place on that fateful day.   It is a day that none of us will ever forget.  In years to come, when 
someone asks when I retired from King, it would be almost impossible for me to forget that 9/11 
was my final day.   

September 11th, however, goes deeper than not forgetting.  It’s about remembering.  It’s about 
remembering the patriots – citizens at work that day in the Twin Towers and at the Pentagon; 
passengers on the airplanes, especially those on Flight 93, who foiled the terrorist intent for that 
plane to destroy our Capitol; and the police officers, firemen, and first-responders who ran into the 
towers and into the Pentagon to help the victims of the attack.  Patriots and heroes all.  

For more than17 years, I have had the honor of serving as Chaplain for the finest and best patriots 
that I have ever met – our veterans, heroes all – who served and sacrificed to protect and preserve 
our freedoms and our liberties.  I have also had the privilege of serving alongside the finest and 
best patriots that I have ever met – our staff, heroes all – who live and work each day to provide 
the best possible care and support for our veterans.  I chose September 11th, not only so I wouldn’t 
forget my last day at King, but more importantly, so I would remember the patriots for whom and 
with whom I have served over the course of the past 17 years.  For the remainder of my life, I will 
carry the remembrance of you in my heart, think of you and pray for you often.   

A Farewell Blessing

continued on page 12

Wayne Schwanke
Lutheran ChaplainLutheran Chaplain



September Birthdays

Allen J Schlatter
William A Kurth
Joyce E Moe
John N Beson
Thomas C Forslin
George E Hecox
Thomas D 
     Shackelford
Gene F Jensen
Michael E Miller
John Stoian
James L Lenzner
John A Lotten
Roy J Anderson
Barbara M Nelson
Cornelius J Beisbier
James D Kumpu

Harley G Jennerjohn
Archie L Lyste
Eugene E Meier
Marilyn A Longstaff
Wayne G Coombs
James E Pochert
Glenna A Meyer
Michael H Wolosz
Robert C Madsen
Thomas G Kronser
William F Block
Daniel J Halfman

Bruce G Makela
Dwight H Himstedt
Sally A Olson
Peter L Rodgers
Albert W Krueger
Dennis L Kroll
David H Gray
Robert L Grissom
Frank M Santoro
Kenneth J Kramer
Jeffrey A Purdy
David H Heffron
Donald C Wege
Kathryn G Wnckus
Andrew J Hauke
Daniel R Edwards

11
12

13

14

17

18

19
20

22

24
28

29

1
2
3
4

5
6

7

8
9

10

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING Birthdays
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OH
MH
OH
OH
OH

 MH
MH
MH
AH
OH
OH
MH
OH
AH
OH
MH

AH
OH
OH
OH
OH
AH
AH
AH
MH
MH
AH
MH
AH
AH
AH
OH
OH

October Birthdays

Melvin R Weber
Timothy G Whiteagle
Nathan L Simonson
Gerald L Totzke
Stephen R Wimmer
Gary R Dodge
Joan H Grawvunder
Norma H Hansen
Virginia M Schmale
Richard L Woodford
Donald J Johnson
Ronald C Kuehl

Glenn E Joanis
Michael S Dennis
Gladys L Otterson
Don A Miller
David O Copas
Guy E Dancker

John G Zembruski
Russell J Blank
Randall L Olson
Ricahrd J Golomski
Joan M Fox
Frank F Gerke
John T Caviezel
Boleslaw Pawicz
Richard J Meyer
Elizabeth R Hoffman
Larry E Davis
Christopher M Laffin

14

15
16
18
20
21
22

24
25

26

27

29
30

1
2

3
4
5

7
8
9

12

MH
OH
OH
AH
AH
MH
MH
AH
OH
AH
OH
AH

OH 
OH
MH
AH
AH
OH
AH
OH
AH
OH
OH
OH

OH
OH
AH
AH
AH
OH

AH
MH
AH
OH
AH
AH
OH
AH
OH
AH
OH
AH
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My fifth son went to heaven before the rest of us. He didn’t ask us, he just left us behind with tears 
pouring out how much we cared. His name is Samuel and he has been waiting for us for many years.

Well now you know about my sons. We will also tell you about my precious daughters next time. 
Each one of my kids is precious. 

Here is something I’ve been wanting to share with you for some time. Hope you enjoy it because it 
fits me real much these days!

continued from page 6Memories and Things

My Forgetter’s Getting Better

But my rememberer is broke
To you that may seem funny

But, to me, that is no joke
For when I’m “here” I’m wondering

If I really should be “there”
And, when I try to think it through,

I haven’t got a prayer!
Often times when I walk into a room,

Say “what am I here for?”
I wrack my brain, but all in vain!

A zero, is my score.
At times I put something away

Where it is safe, but, Gee!
The person it is safest from

Is, generally, me!
When shopping I may see someone,

Say! “Hi” and have a chat,
Then, when the person walks away

I ask myself, “who was that?”
Yes, my forgetter’s getting better
While my rememberer is broke,
And it’s driving me plumb crazy

And that ain’t no joke.
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Someone asked me several weeks ago, “What is the legacy you want to leave behind at WVH-King, 
how do you want to be remembered?”.  Quite frankly, I hadn’t given it much thought until I was 
asked that question.  I am not sure how I will be remembered at King, or as the weeks, months and 
 years go by, if I will be remembered at all.  The greatest honor I could have is that the members 
and staff saw beyond me, to the One whose Gospel I was asked to proclaim, to model, and to live 
during my years at WVH.  The One who has earned and deserves our remembrance and our trust 
is Jesus Christ.  

Reflecting and remembering back to a time when he served the congregation in the city of Corinth, 
St. Paul, writes to them,  When I came to you brothers and sisters, I did not come with eloquence 
or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness with great fear 
and trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on the 
power of God. [I Corinthians 2:1-5].  If you remember seeing Christ in me, if you remember hearing 
Christ in my words, and if you remember finding the joy, grace, love, and peace of Christ in your life 
because I was among you for the past 17 years, then what I desire as my legacy has been fulfilled.    

My plan was to see as many of you as possible, especially the Lutheran members, before I left, 
and to give each of you my personal farewell and blessing, but the coronavirus pandemic and the 
necessary precautions put in place at King have prevented me from doing so.  For many of you, 
this note will have to serve as my farewell visit and blessing.  

Thank you for your love and support over the past 17 years.  Thank you for allowing me to serve 
among you – the finest of patriots, heroes all.  Please remember that you are dearly loved by God.  
Please remember that His Son, Jesus Christ is your Savior, that Jesus is always with you, and that in 
Him you all have God’s grace and eternal life.  As I have ended all my chapel services for the past 
17 years, so I end this visit with the very words God that asks His servants to speak over His people 
so that He may bless them:  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his is face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with his favor and give you peace. [Numbers 6:24-26].

A Farewell Blessing continued from page 9
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Non-Monetary

Lynn Shackelford
Arkdale, WI

VFW Post 9387
Wisconsin Dells, WI

Thomas Forslin
King, WI

Jeffrey & Betsy Elgin
Waupaca, WI

American Legion Post 375 
Mukwonago, WI

Valerie Olson
Fredonia, WI
In Memory of Fred Louis Johns

William Laux Jr. Memorial Trust  
c/o  Stephany Lewis
Newark, DE

Joseph Knaebe
Sherwood, WI
In Memory of Doug L. Schultz

ALA Unit 33 & Jr. Unit 33
Char Kiesling
Neenah, WI

Alison Zach
Waupaca, WI

Dennis Kinney 
King, WI

Gospel Music Hymn Sing 
Foundation
Morristown, TN

Jeneene Allette
Brooklyn, NY

Joan Buchholtz
Fremont, WI

Lanae Carroll

Lisa Liepert
King, WI

Campbellsport Girl Scouts
Mike Bird
Oshkosh, WI

Pat Boyle
Appleton, WI

Girl Scouts of the Northwestern 
Great Lakes
Appleton, WI

Please call ahead at 
715.256.5020 with large 
or unique donations. 

Donation continued from page 7

The Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes in Appleton, WI 
donated more than 250 cases of cookies.



The Library has added several books to its permanent collection.
The following are some of those books.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING Library News

The Cuban Affair by Nelson DeMille
 After five years in the army, thirty-five-year-old 
Mac, a confirmed bachelor, has resettled in Key West, 
Florida with a Silver Star, two Purple Hearts, scars that 
don’t tan, and a big charter fishing boat with an even 
bigger bank loan. 
 Mac has left his life of danger and adventure 
behind him. But when Carlos, a hotshot Miami lawyer 
heavily involved with anti-Castro groups, approaches 
Mac for a ten-day fishing tournament in Cuba – to 
be accompanied by a covert mission and sizeable 
paycheck – Mac’s interest is piqued. He agrees to 
meet Carlos’ clients – a mysterious older Cuban exile,
Eduardo Velazquez, and a beautiful young Cuban-
American woman named Sara Ortega, who will 
accompany Mac to Cuba. Their mission? To recover 
sixty million dollars hidden in Cuba by Sara’s 
grandfather when he fled Castro’s revolution. With 
the Cuban Thaw underway between Havana and 
Washington, Carlos, Eduardo, and Sara believe that 
it’s only a matter of time before someone finds the 
stash – by accident or purpose and Mac understands 
that if he accepts this job he’ll either walk away rich – 
or not at all. 

Stay Hidden by Paul Doiron
 A woman has been shot to death by a deer hunter 
on an island off the coast of Maine. To newly promoted 
Warden Investigator Mike Bowditch, the case seems 
open and shut. But as soon as he arrives on remote 
Maquoit Island, he discovers mysteries piling up one 
on top of the other. 
 The hunter now claims he didn’t fire the fatal 
shot, and the evidence proves he’s telling the truth. 
Bowditch begins to suspect the secretive community 
might be covering up the identity of whoever killed 
the woman, known as Ariel Evans.  The controversial 
author was supposedly writing a book about the 
island’s notorious hermit. So why are there no notes 
in her rented cottage?

 

 The biggest blow comes the next day when the 
weekly ferry arrives and off steps the dead woman 
herself. Ariel Evans is alive, well, and determined 
to solve her own “murder” even if it upsets Mike 
Bowditch’s investigation and makes them both 
targets of an elusive killer who will do anything to 
conceal his crimes. 

Stone Cold by C.J. Box
 Everything about the rich stranger is a mystery: 
the massive ranch in the remote Black Hills of 
Wyoming that nobody ever visits, the women who 
live with him, the secret philanthropies, the private 
airstrip, the sudden disappearances. And especially 
the persistent rumors that the man’s wealth comes 
from killing people. 
 Joe Pickett, still officially a game warden, but now 
mostly a troubleshooter for the governor, is assigned 
to find out what the truth is, but he finds out a lot 
more than he’s bargained for. There are two other men 
living up at that ranch.  One is a stone-cold killer who 
takes an instant dislike to Joe. He doesn’t frighten Joe 
at all. The second is all too familiar. 

Most Dangerous Place by James Grippando
 According to the FBI, the most dangerous place 
for a woman between the ages of twenty and thirty is 
in a relationship with a man. Those statistics become 
all too personal when Jack Swyteck takes on a new 
client tied to his past.
 It begins at the airport, where Jack is waiting to 
meet his old high school buddy, Keith Ingraham, a 
high-powered banker based in Hong Kong, coming 
to Miami for his young daughter’s surgery. But their 
long-awaited reunion is abruptly derailed when the 
police arrest Keith’s wife, Isabelle, in the terminal, 
accusing her of conspiring to kill the man who raped 
her in college. Jack quickly agrees to represent Isa, 
but soon discovers that to see justice done, he must 
separate truth from lies—an undertaking that proves 
more complicated than the seasoned attorney 
expects.

WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING Home News
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What a Treat! Kermit Peterson’s family 
sponsored ice cream from Culver’s for the 
members to enjoy.

Thank you Bobby Wenzel  for 
treating members with donuts from Dunkin’ 
Donuts again.

Feeding the Birds. Members made 
feeders for the birds, but the squirrel found them 
first.



Religious ServicesWISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING

Due to the new guidance given related to Covid-19, Sunday services will 
be altered. Chaplains will rotate buildings each week.

Unit Ecumenical 
 Church Services

Ainsworth Hall
AH3 – 9am
AH4 – 10am

MacArthur Hall 
MH2E – 8am
MH 2W - 8:45am
MH3E – 9:30am
MH 3W - 10:15am

Olson Hall
OH2 – 8am
OH3 – 8am
OH4 – 9am
OH5 – 10am

Subject to change based on unit restrictions.

For questions, please call Vicky at 715.258.2374

Afghanistan 1
Berlin 3
Berlin Crisis 1
Korea 74
Lebanon 2
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm 4
Operation Enduring Freedom 2
Peacetime 86
Vietnam 212
WWII 40

RiddleRiddle

Air Force 71
Army 263
Army Air Corps 1
Coast Guard 5
Marine Corps 50
Navy 76

Women Veterans 12

Male Census    372 Female Census    79

VITAL STATISTICS
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What can’t talk but 
will reply when 

spoken to?

Riddle from last month: 
What can you break, 

even if you never pick 
it up or touch it?

Answer to last month’s 
riddle: A promise



What a Month! This month has found the members of Olson Hall celebrating birthdays, 
having prime rib, celebrating our purple heart recipients, and spending time outdoors. We 
have enjoyed the gorgeous weather and look forward to more to come!
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Olson Hall WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING
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WISCONSIN VETERANS HOME AT KING

On October 1st, a new person will be seen on grounds at the Wisconsin Veterans 
Home – King. His name is Rev. Benjamin Schroeder. Pastor Schroeder will be 

the sixth chaplain that has been provided to King by the North Wisconsin District 
– LCMS.  After Pastor Schroeder accepted the District’s call to serve at King, he 

was interviewed by DJ Schult, Assistant to the District President. DJ’s questions and Chaplain Schroeder’s 
answers serve as a wonderful introduction to our new Lutheran Chaplain. 

DJ: Where are you from, where did you grow up, and where have you lived? 

Chaplain Schroeder: I was born and raised in Pulaski, WI (not far from King!) for my first five years. My dad’s 
first assignment as a pastor out of seminary was at St. John Lutheran Church. It’s very meaningful for me 
to be back in the area I was born. My father also took calls to churches in Harvey, Illinois where I spent my 
grade school years and then in Erie, Pennsylvania where I spent my high school years. Other states where 
I have lived include Missouri, Ohio, and Florida.

DJ: Describe how you were called to the military and where/how you have served.

Chaplain Schroeder: I’ve always had deep appreciation and respect for those who serve our nation and 
defend our freedoms. About 10 years ago, while serving as a pastor in parish ministry, I sensed God’s 
prompting and was encouraged by colleagues to consider being a Navy chaplain. I wasn’t sure I would be 
accepted because I was over the age limit for a Naval officer commission, which is age 42. But God opened 
the door and the Navy gave me a waiver to be a chaplain at the age of 46. I have been greatly blessed to 
serve the seaside community (Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard) at various bases and installations in 
the following places: North Carolina, Washington State, Florida, Washington DC, and Andros Island in the 
Bahamas.

DJ: Why do you believe the ministry at King is where God wants you at this point of your career?

Chaplain Schroeder: Because of my special concern for veterans and my past experience with working in 
the military community, I believe WVH in King is where God wants me right now. Also, I enjoy being around 
older people to hear their life stories and learn from them. Finally, I see God’s hand all over the Call process 
to WVH and how all the pieces came together so quickly and beautifully. And I’m very thankful for that, 
and I’m looking forward to ministry at the veterans’ campus while continuing to serve as a Navy reserve 
chaplain.  

DJ: How do you have fun? Any hobbies, sports teams, reading or movie genres, special interests, talents?

Chaplain Schroeder: Some of the things I like to do include motorcycle riding, target shooting, reading 
suspense novels, and watching action/suspense movies. I have a feeling that I may turn into a Packers an in 
the near future if I want to fit in around these parts. I know Wisconsin residents take their football seriously. 
I also enjoy playing the piano and long scenic car drives. 

Welcome aboard, Chaplain Schroeder! May God bless you and your ministry to our veterans at WVH-King! 

Introducing Chaplain Benjamin Schroeder – 
New Lutheran Chaplain 
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