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Cristian Gonzalez
Carter Hoelzel
Donald Maes
Dar Schuff
John Turrubiartes
Larry Langohr
Carol Theis
Michael Green
Bonnie Green
Rose Spaar
Carol Wolosz
Linda Gresbach
Susan Treu
Karen Johnson

*If you have a December
Birthday and do not see
your name on this list, it
means we don’t have your
birthday in our system.
Please let us know when it
is so we can add it!
334 Active Volunteers

from your
Volunteer Coordinator
Season’s Greetings!
I cannot get over how fast this year has gone
even with this pandemic! I would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
Healthy New Year! The holiday season is a
perfect time to reflect on our blessings and seek out ways to make life better
for those around us. Even though we haven’t been able to have volunteers
here on camp, I know many of you have gone out of your way to call our
members, write letters, sewed masks (hundreds of them!), reached out with
cards, etc. Please know our members and staff thank you from the bottom
of our hearts.
For many of us, we should be in the midst of the happiest time of the year,
but for many of us, this won’t be the case this year. Christmas is a season
that lends towards remembering all that happened in the previous year,
and I have to say the depth of our happiness at Christmas is often measured
by the losses and blessings we have sustained in the past twelve months.
Here are 5 ways to prepare for your first holiday alone due to the pandemic.
Simplify your expectations, let go of your assumptions about holidays
and any stigma around being alone. For a lot of people, the holidays are
overwhelming not just emotionally, but physically, because we have that
“White Christmas” version of the holidays in our heads.
Build anticipation and make a plan. For me, it is all about anticipation
and planning my needs to want a fun day. Do what you really love to do
and give yourself permission to really enjoy on that day! Save a new project,
continued on page 4

In Memoriam

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one
can steal...

Dorothy Dutzel, age 88, of Eau
Claire, passed away at her home on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020. Dorothy
was a life member of the American
Legion Auxiliary and VFW Auxiliary
and volunteered here at the
home with over 11,000 hours. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to her
family & friends.
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Robert “Bob” J. Dessort, age
74 of New London, passed away
unexpectedly on Tuesday, October
20, 2020. Bob served in the US
Army Reserve from 1966 until 1973.
Bob was known to many of his
friends and members as DJ Bob.
Two of Bob’s greatest joys were
volunteering his time DJ-ing music
in Alley 5, along with bowling. Bob
volunteered for over 28 years and
had officially over 4,700 volunteer
hours. Bob was an active member
of AMVETS Post 45 where he served
in many positions, including, but not limited to State photographer.
He was also an avid member and volunteered much of this time to
the American Legion Post 263. Our thoughts and prayers go out to
his wife Helen and their family.

In Memoriam

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one
can steal...

Member, Korea
veteran
and
Volunteer, Kay
Plamann from
MacArthur
Hall
passed
away on Friday,
November 20, 2020. Kay was a rather new
member volunteer. He was always looking
for deliveries to make whether it was for the
KX or mail for the members. But the true
love Kay had for an activity was golfing. If he
could golf in the winter, he would of been
out in the park golfing! Our thoughts and
prayers go out to his family.

Paul Probst, age 60 of
New London, passed away
on Saturday, November
14, 2020. Paul was with
the AMVETS service group
and started volunteering
back in 2017, with over
200 hours. He assisted
with the AMVETS making
popcorn for the staff and
members. He enjoyed
helping with the mini-golf
and AMVETS catered meals
at the Marden Center. Paul
enjoyed being with the
members and I know the members will miss him. Thoughts
and prayers go out to his family.

The new John R. Moses building is coming along and construction is set to be finished before the end
of year 2021. So far, we’ve used 300,000 bricks and 10,000 yards of concrete! This building will have 192 beds
and some of the rooms have an amazing view of Rainbow Lake on the Chain O’ Lakes.

Room with lake view

Screened porch
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From Your Volunteer Coordinator

continued from page 1

watch a movie or read a book for the holiday. Play some on-line games with other family members – they will
enjoy and appreciate it just as much as you.
Be open to magic, whether you’re on your own for the holidays because of the pandemic restrictions or
because a partner has passed away, it’s important to be open to the little joys that “magical thinking” can
bring. Believe in comforting signs of our loved one as a cardinal sitting in your back yard or finding a penny.
Get out there, do not wait for the phone to ring. Reach out to those in your family, friends, or your neighbor
who might also welcome company from a phone call.
Go off script, plan a day trip, sleep until noon, binge your favorite show, indulge in nontraditional foods. Think
of it as a day of freedom from traditional commitments and do whatever the heck you want!
Please know we will all get through 2020 together and before you know it, King will be open again to family
and volunteers. Happy Healthy Holidays to one and all!

Terry Heschke

Wishing you a Happy & Safe
Holiday Season!

From all of us at the Wisconsin Veterans Home.

Contact Information
Dial: 715.258.4247 and the extension below
Alley 5 Bar
22713
Donations
25020
King Exchange (KX)
22352
Library
22717 or 22366
Maren Activity
23311
Veterans Cafe
22364 or 22365
Terry Heschke
24247
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Ainsworth Hall 1 and 2 Activity 22513, 22655, 22518 or 23715
Ainsworth Hall 3 and 4 Activity
22514 or 22540
MacArthur Hall Activity
22630 or 22375
Olson Hall Activity
22249, 21707 or 22410
Emergency Services
22222
Non-Emergency Services
22220

